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Flexible Ensembles: Why Bother? 
 

Dr. Joseph Benjamin Earp, Director of Instrumental Music 
Pfeiffer University 

 
In collaboration with 

The McPherson College Concert Band 
Professor Kyle Hopkins, Director 

 
• Creating Energy and Presence 
• Building the Ensemble from Individual Performers 

o Meaningful Warm-Up and Method Exercises 
o Ensemble Unity 
o Effective Response of Conducting for the Ensemble and Conductor 
o Flexibility Through Unison Exercises 
o Demonstration 

Symphonic Warm-Ups for Band by Claude T. Smith (Handout Page 8) 
• I.1 C Scales C Concert 
• II.1 Etude in C Major 
• III. Chorales – Eternal Father Strong to Save 

o Flexibility Exercise 

• Connecting Warm-up and Methods to the Repertoire 
o Associating Response 
o Maintaining Meaning 
o Value of Authentic Flexible Ensemble Literature 
o Finding Strength in Numbers for Small or Second/Third Bands 
o Demonstration  

Declaration Overture by Claude T. Smith (m. 193 - end) 
• Comparing Traditional Score to Flex Score (Handout Page 2 through 5) 
• Traditional Sound Versus Flexible Sound 

 
• Perception / Reality 

o Value of Tradition Versus Excellence 
o Teach the Student, not to the Test (Concerts or Festivals) 
o Demonstration 

Where the Wild Things Dance by Joseph Benjamin Earp (m. 21 – m. 30) 
• Varying the Ensemble Instrumentation (Handout Page 6 and 7) 

o Students as the Arrangers 
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The following score excerpt is from the traditional version of Declaration 
Overture by Claude T. Smith. Follow the QR code to check out the full 
score and recording to this work. 
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The following score excerpt is from the flexible version of  
“Declaration Overture” by Claude T. Smith  
(arranged by Joseph Benjamin Earp).  
Follow the QR code to check out the full score and recording to this 
work. 
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The following score excerpt is from the custom concert series version  
of “Where the Wild Things Dance” by Joseph Benjamin Earp.  
Follow the QR code to check out the full score and recording to this 
work. A traditional version is also available for concert band. 
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The following flute/piccolo excerpts are from Claude T. Smith’s  
“Symphonic Warm-Ups for Band”. Follow the QR code to check out all 
three of his available method books. 
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Claude T. Smith was born in Monroe City, Missouri on March 14, 1932. He began his undergraduate degree at Central 
Methodist College in Fayette, Missouri, eventually enlisting in 1952 and serving in the 371st U.S. Army Band during 
the Korean War. After his service, he completed his Bachelor of Music Education degree at the University of Kansas
in Lawrence. 

Smith composed over 180 works for band, orchestra, choir, solos, small ensembles as well as three method books 
for band and orchestra. His compositions have been commissioned and performed by leading musical organizations 
throughout the world including the U.S. Air Force Band, the “President’s Own” U.S. Marine Band, the U.S. Navy Band, 

and the U.S. Army Field Band. His solos were written for noted artists such as “Doc” Severinsen, Dale Underwood, Brian Bowman, Warren 
Covington, Gary Foster, Rich Matteson, and Steve Seward.

Smith was first published in 1964 with his work for band, Emperata Overture. This led to many other works being published by Jenson 
Publications, Inc. (now Hal Leonard) and Wingert-Jones Music, Inc. where he was also an educational consultant. His composition Flight 
was adopted  in 1984 as the “Official March” of the National Air and Space Museum of the Smithsonian Institute. His orchestral works were 
written for many ensembles, including the Kansas City (MO) Youth Symphony, South Bend (IN) Youth Symphony, Springfield (MO) Symphony 
Orchestra, and the 1981 Missouri All-State String Orchestra.

Smith taught instrumental music in the public schools of Nebraska and Missouri. He also served as a member of the faculty of Southwest 
Missouri State University in Springfield where he taught composition and theory, and conducted the University Symphony Orchestra. Sacred 
music was also a deep passion of Smith as he directed church choirs for five years in Cozad (NE), 10 years in Chillicothe (MO), and 10 years 
in Kansas City (MO).

Smith was active as a clinician and guest conductor throughout the United States, Australia, Canada, and Europe. He received many awards 
for his contributions to music education and for his work in composition including numerous ASCAP Composers Award. Following his death, 
he was awarded the National Band Association Academy of Wind and Percussion Arts (AWAPA) Award (1987), honorary Doctorate of Humane 
Letters from Central Methodist College (1988), Missouri Bandmasters Association Hall of Fame (1988), Kappa Kappa Psi Distinguished 
Service to Music Medal (1988), Missouri Music Educators Association Hall of Fame (1992), and named School Director of the Year from the 
Christian Instrumental Directors Association (1994).

Smith was a member of the Music Educators National Conference (now NAfME), Missouri Bandmasters Association, National Band Association, 
American Bandmasters Association, and served as past president of the Missouri Music Educators Association.

Claude T. Smith passed away on December 13, 1987 in Kansas City, Missouri having completed a Christmas Concert at church. He was 
survived by his wife, Maureen Faye Smith and his daughter, Pam Smith Kelly. Maureen, Pam and her husband, Jim, founded Claude T. Smith 
Publications, Inc. in 1993, and C.L. Barnhouse Co. became the exclusive distributor for his instrumental works in 2016 with the mission of 
keeping the music of Claude T. Smith alive and in the hearts of musicians worldwide.

Joseph Benjamin Earp is the Director of Instrumental Music at Pfeiffer University in Misenheimer, North Carolina. He 
received his undergraduate degree in Music Education from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, Master of Music 
in Music Education from Anderson University (Anderson, South Carolina), and Doctor of Music Education degree from 
Liberty University (Lynchburg, Virginia). 

His professional teaching career began in 2006 as Director of Bands at Seneca High School in South Carolina. After two 
years, he then taught at Robbinsville Middle and High Schools for a year before becoming the founding Director of Bands 
at Cox Mill High School in Concord, North Carolina. After eight years of numerous achievements at Cox Mill High School, 

he moved into his role at Limestone University (Gaffney, South Carolina) as Director of Athletic Bands, elevating many elements of Limestone’s 
athletic band program. 

In addition to teaching, Dr. Earp is an active published composer and clinician with his music being performed internationally. His major 
compositional accomplishments include being winner of the 2010 Claude T. Smith Composition Contest in Missouri, winner of the 2018 
Thornton Community Band Composition Contest in Colorado, and multiple J.W. Pepper Editors’ Choice awards. He currently resides in 
Concord, North Carolina with his wife Mary Beth and sons Jackson and Jasper.

More about Dr. Earp can be found at www.joeemusic.com. Follow Dr. Earp on Twitter @earpcomposer. Find him on Instagram as earpcomposer.
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Claude T. Smith (1932-1987) remains one of the most beloved composers of band music, 
and through the catalogue of Claude T. Smith Publications, Inc., many classic works have 

been reprinted, and several never-before-published works are now available.

NEW FROM CLAUDE T. SMITH PUBLICATIONS

INTRODUCING OUR FLEXIBLE ENSEMBLE SERIES

View full conductor scores 
and order online: www.barnhouse.com

Distributed exclusively by 
C. L. Barnhouse Co.

MEET OUR NEW COMPOSERS

J. Scott McKenzie John Prescott Jacob Kohut
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CLAUDE T. SMITH PUBLICATIONS, INC.

MEET OUR STAFF
Pam Smith Kelly – President  is the daughter of Claude T. and Maureen F. Smith. Born in Cozad, NE, Pam attended South City View Elementary in the 
Center School District (KCMO) and Field School, Chillicothe Jr. High and graduated from Chillicothe High School. She received her B. M. E. from Central 
Missouri State University and her M. M. E. from the University of Kansas. She taught elementary music for 16 years and was the choral director for 19 
years at Oxford Middle School in the Blue Valley School District, Overland Park, KS. Mrs. Kelly served as the Middle Level Chair and the Elementary Chair 
for the Northeast KMEA and as the State Chairman for KMEA Elementary and Middle Levels. She also received the NEKMEA Outstanding Music Educator 
in 2010. She has appeared as guest director, clinician and judge for bands, choirs, and orchestras around the country and abroad. She is a bassoonist and 
is the President of Claude T. Smith Publications, Inc., which publishes the instrumental and choral works of her late father. She has held various positions 
in church music ministries, directing hand bells, children’s choirs, wind ensembles and orchestras for the past 37 years in the Kansas City area. Pam is a 
member of ASCAP, Association of Concert Bands, American Choral Directors Association, NEA, National Association for Music Education, Sigma Alpha 
Iota, Mu Phi Epsilon (Patron), and P. E. O. She and her husband, Jim, have two children together, Austin and Faith and reside in Overland Park, KS. Their 
older daughter, Tara, her husband Greg and their daughters, Rose and Laurel, currently reside in Kansas City, MO. 

Robin Thompson – Director of Publications  is a native of Missouri and received her BME from Central Missouri State University (1980) and Master’s 
in Elementary Administration from William Woods University (2008). Thompson taught for 35 years in Missouri at Sherwood Cass R-VIII, Savannah, 
Center, and Belton BSD #124 at the elementary and middle school level in band, general and choral music and conducted children’s choirs at church. 
She was a member and candidate for Elementary Vice President of MMEA and clinician through the Heart of America chapter of AOSA. Ms. Thompson 
is a clarinetist and plays in the Grace Covenant Orchestra and UCM Alumni Band. As a retired music teacher, she was co-president of the Belton unit 
of the Missouri Retired Teachers Association and member of the Kansas City Alumni Chapter of Sigma Alpha Iota. Ms. Thompson works part time 
as Director of Publications for Claude T. Smith Publications. Robin has two grown children, one granddaughter, several grand dogs and resides in 
Raymore, MO near her family. 

Mark Doerffel – Publication Editor  is an educator, conductor, and trombonist based in Central Iowa. He was named as a conductor for the Central Iowa 
Wind Ensemble, an adult semi-professional community band, in January 2019 and joined the Claude T. Smith Publications, Inc. team as their Editor in 
October 2019. He served as Director of Instrumental Activities at Grand View University in Des Moines, Iowa for seven years, teaching Applied Brass, 
Music Theory, Instrumental Methods, Conducting, Music Appreciation, and directed the Wind Ensemble and Jazz Ensemble. Previously, he taught in the 
secondary schools of Florida and North Carolina for 14 years. He has completed coursework (ABD) for his Ph.D. in Music Education from the University 
of Florida, Master of Music Education from Appalachian State University, and Bachelor of Music Education from Louisiana State University.

Doerffel has presented at conferences in several states, including Arkansas, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, South Dakota, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Florida, and 
North Carolina on topics that range from classroom management, score preparation & study, new teacher preparation, and trombone & brass pedagogy.

He has served the Iowa Bandmasters Association (IBA) as Past President and College Affairs representative for the South Central district and was the 
State Chair for the College Affairs Committee. His professional affiliations include NAfME, National Band Association, College Band Directors National 
Association, College Music Society, Iowa Bandmasters Association, and the International Trombone Association.
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Claude T. Smith (1932–1987) remains one of the
most beloved composers of instrumental music and these 

works can be found on our website.

claudetsmith.com • (913) 709-0531 • ctspubs@gmail.comclaudetsmith.com • (913) 709-0531 • ctspubs@gmail.com
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Scan the QR Code Below
 to Download a 

Copy of the 2022
 Claude T. Smith

Catalogue

Scan the QR Code Below
 to Visit the website of

Claude T. Smith 
Publications, Inc.
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NEW FROM RWS MUSIC COMPANY
INTRODUCING OUR CUSTOM CONCERT SERIES

SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW TO
VIEW AND LISTEN TO TITLES FROM 

RWS CUSTOM CONCERT SERIES 
AT BARNHOUSE.COM

SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW
TO VISIT THE WEBSITE 

OF RWS MUSIC COMPANY
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